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Following the 1745 Rising, and its collapse after the defeat of Bonnie Prince
Charlie, the Young Pretender, at Culloden in 1746, revenge was taken on all
Jacobites, of whom the Episcopalians comprised a large part.

On his way to Culloden in the early part of 1746, the
Duke of Cumberland’s army burnt down many Episcopal
chapels. The Stonehaven chapel was spared being put
to the torch because of the proximity of other wooden
buildings.

In reaction to the Rising, further penal legislation was
enacted in 1746 and 1748 which criminalised any
person who “exercised the function of a minister of

any Episcopal meeting house ..., without having first
qualified himself by taking and subscribing the Oaths...".

In 1748, Revd Alexander Greig of Stonehaven, along
with Revd John Troup of Muchalls and Revd John Petrie
of Drumlithie, found themselves in Stonehaven Sheriff
Court, and were eventually sentenced to 6 months in jail
— the Tolbooth jail at Stonehaven harbour — where they
spent the winter of 1748-49.

Whilst the priests were imprisoned there, some
Episcopalian women from Cowie chose to take their
babies along the foreshore (to avoid going through
the Old Town) to stand under the prison window and
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More information can be found by visiting our website www.stjames-stonehaven.org.uk
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