Services at St. James’ & St Philip’s during
October 2019
Sundays.
9.00 a.m. Said Eucharist
10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist

Second Wednesday in the month.
10.30 a.m. Eucharist and Healing Service
First and Third Wednesday in month
9.30 a.m. Children’s Service
No services at St Philip’s, Catterline until further notice.

DIARY NOTES October 2019
Day/Date

Event

2nd October

9.30 Children’s service
Anne O’Gorman

6th October

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles.

16th Sunday in
Trinity

10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles.

9th October

10.30 Eucharist and Healing Service.
Arma Iles

13th October
17th Sunday in
Trinity
Harvest Festival

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles

16th October

9.30 Children’s service Anne O’Gorman
2.15 pm Seniors’ Harvest Service

20th October

9.00 Reserved Sacrament.
Edward Dickens

18th Sunday in
Trinity
27th October
19th Sunday in
Trinity
Bible Sunday

10.30 Songs of Praise.
David Fleming/Anne O’Gorman

10.30 Holy Eucharist. Jane Nelson
9.00 Reserved Sacrament.
Anne O’Gorman
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles

From Little Acorns
As a scientist, it has always intrigued me how ideas develop.
The human brain is an immensely complicated organ, and we
will never (I hope) be able to replicate its power, but nonetheless
observing how ideas develop in the brain can be a very worthwhile activity,

Take, by way of an example, the Book Browse, for which
St James is now quite well known. It all started by an almost
throwaway comment and observation after one of our regular
coffee mornings that perhaps we could have a (separate) book
sale. If we got a few donations, and sold at a modest price, we
could still cover our costs. Those of us who enjoy books would
welcome it at least, even if no one else did. It is difficult at this
remote time to recollect exactly how things fitted together, but
we have stumbled upon a number of home truths.
First, we had to have a name for the event, preferably one that
was catchy. I had always had a twinkling of an ambition to run
a coffee shop cum book shop and call it The Brows (browse,
brews, eyebrows, lo-brows, hi-brows – get the play on words).
So, we thought up ‘The (famous St James) Book Browse’.
Then, we (who are prone to meandering through Waterstones
on occasion) realise that we hunt for books by genre, and that
we are not keen on random shelves of unsorted tomes. So, we
decided to be very strict in sorting the books for display. We
know it takes a lot of effort on a Friday to sort all our donations,
but that effort pays back in number of ways – people like it; it
makes finding duplicates possible; it allows the removal of
donations that may not sell; etc.
We thought that people who like books sometimes like to chat

about their latest acquisition, and in any case, we know buying
decisions about books are sometimes not instantaneous, so we
organised the coffee and tea and biscuit facilities. This would
also help in making it a social occasion and not just a shop.
At the time, we had been discussing that St James was
sometimes described as ‘hidden in public view’, and that our
potential clientele would perhaps not know about our venture.
We had to generate plenty of awareness ‘out there’. We now
have a routine of publicity in over 40 shops around the town, 8
lamp-posts around the Market Square get a poster, and mention
is made in the Leader and on Facebook and Mearns FM etc.
What we didn’t bargain for was the generosity of so many
people – long may it continue – and that we get more books
donated that we can sell. Fret not, those that don’t sell don’t go
to the tip (unless they are unfit) but are sent to Better World
Books in Dunfermline, itself a charity, who sell some and send
others abroad. We suddenly realised that this Autumn, we will
have been running the Book Browse for 5 years. Our little acorn
has grown into a substantial flowering bush on its way to being
a tree, and now there are many admirers of its beauty. We just
need to keep tending it, and make sure it is looked after and
given room to grow. Having a few more gardeners would be
helpful.
But why are we doing all of this? What keeps us going?
Obviously, it is helpful to generate some funds for the church. It
is very heart-warming to see so many new faces come on to the
church premises and go away in good spirits. As book lovers
ourselves, we are very glad that so many volumes do not go to
the tip for pulping. Above all, we are doing it because we love
doing it. As was quoted at most of the wedding celebrations we
have been involved in recently, “these three, faith, hope and

love, and the greatest of these is love”.
David
Social Committee
The church will be celebrating Harvest the weekend of Sunday
13th October. After the 10.30am service there will be a light
lunch and everyone is invited to join us in the church hall.
There is a list at the back of the church to be signed if you wish
to join us. Please sign it before Tuesday 8th October to assist
with catering, thank you. Lunch will be a choice of homemade
soups and desserts and we’d like to charge £5 please.
On Wednesday 16th October we will be holding our ‘Seniors’
Harvest Festival and afternoon tea’ in the church hall at
2.15pm for 2.30pm and everyone from the town and
surrounding area is invited to come and join us. Please invite
and bring along friends and relatives. Jean has invited
residents from the local care homes. We just ask for an
indication of numbers for catering by Monday 14th October
please.
The Social Committee will meet in November to discuss the
Christmas coffee morning which will be held along with the
Tree of Life on Saturday 14th December.
Val
Harvest Flowers
As in previous years the church will have the windowsill
decorated for Harvest. The windowsills have been chosen but
if anyone else would like to join in there are other windowsills
in the Baptistry. Whatever you choose to do - flowers,

produce, a combination of the two - it is your choice. We will be
in the church from 10 am on Saturday 12th October. Harvest
contributions can also decorate the Chancel steps. Thank you
for wanting to contribute.
Val
Heaven’s Grocery Store
I recently
attended a
mixed church
service while on
holiday and
enjoyed
“Heaven’s
Grocery Store”
which was read
out by the
presenter and
thought it was
worthy of
sharing.

Sandy

St James in the Second World War – 1944
The World: Jan: Allies landed at Anzio, Siege of Leningrad ended
after 2 years; Mar: US bombers began daylight bombing of Berlin;
Apr: Soviets began liberation of Crimea; May: Soviets recaptured
Sebastopol, Allies bombed Monte Cassino; Jun: V-weapons
(Doodlebugs) launched against London, 5th Army marched into
Rome, D-Day – Allies invaded Normandy, Soviets opened offensive
against Finland, Allies captured Cherbourg; Jul: Soviets recaptured
Minsk, British Army took Caen, Japanese Prime Minister resigned,
German Generals’ attempt on Hitler’s life; Aug: Rising in Warsaw
began, British 8th Army captured Florence, Charles de Gaulle
followed Allies into Paris, Soviets captured Bucharest; Sept:
Singapore recaptured by British, Brussels freed by Allies, US troops
entered Germany, Airborne landings at Arnhem and Nijmegan,
Canadians captured Calais; Oct: Rommel committed suicide, US
troops landed in Philippines, Soviets and partisans captured
Belgrade; Nov: Roosevelt won election for 4th term, RAF sank Tirpitz;
Dec: Germans began Battle of Bulge in the Ardennes.
Also: Aaron Copeland’s music Appalachian Spring, Laurence Olivier’s
film Henry V, T S Eliot’s poems Four Quartets, film National Velvet, in
December Glenn Miller disappeared on a flight to France.
R A Butler’s Education Act raised school leaving age to 15 and
introduced the 11+ exam.
St James
3rd February 1944: The Annual Congregational Meeting was held at
Sunnyhill. There was a fairly good attendance. The Rector, Mr
Robert Jefferson, thanked the congregation for their support in his
first year as Rector. The number of communicants was less for the
year compared with previously but this was accounted for as so many
of the members were away on active service. Every member of the
congregation who is away on active service had received a Christmas
gift of 7/6. Many of them had written in terms of appreciation to the
Rector. Mr Adams presented the accounts – a debit of £144-16-11 had
been wiped off. Many commitments had increased and some
doubled. There was now a credit balance of £97-17-1. There was
some discussion about the state of the Church grounds which were in
a most unsatisfactory condition. It was pointed out that the caretaker

was engaged in essential war work and was pressed for time. At the
same time it was thought some effort should be made to make the
ground presentable. The Ladies’ Work Party then made a
presentation of a leather folio case to Mr Adams in honour of his work
as honorary treasurer. Light refreshments were then served.
28th April 1944: It was decided to put on record in the Minute Book a
note of appreciation for the work of the late William John Adams who
had acted as honorary Treasurer for over 13 years. It was also decided
to send a note of sympathy to Mrs Adams. It was decided to ask Mr
Charles George to accept the post of Treasurer. He would also receive
the sum of £5 per annum. If he should accept he need not necessarily
have a vote on the Vestry but would attend the meetings. If he was
agreeable it was decided to ask Mr George Stephen of Cowie to
become a member of the Vestry. If Mr George would not accept then
it was decided to ask Mr Leiper.
It was agreed to send a letter to the officer commanding the Royal
Scots pointing out that some of the troops were using the Church
grounds as a right of way for a short cut to the street.
It was also agreed to send a letter to Mr W Reid the Verger asking that
the grounds of the Church be attended to as they were at present in a
deplorable condition.
It was agreed that a new fence should be erected at the Rectory as the
present one was rotten.
17th July 1944: A letter from Mr W Reid was received resigning his
post as Verger. This was agreed to be accepted one month after the
date of resignation. Mr Law was instructed to see if Mr Lees of High
Street would accept the post. It was decided that all cheques made
from Church funds should be signed by the Treasurer and either the
Rector or Secretary.
Diane
Autumn Synod
Usually the Diocesan Synod is held in the spring but at the last synod
concern was expressed as to how the diocese was going to deal with a
£50,000 deficit in its budget. A motion was passed instructing the
Diocesan Council to provide members of synod with a forecast budget

for the next 3-5 years. Council felt that there would be insufficient time
at a spring synod to address issues around finance and so, as allowed
by the church canons, it decided to call an extra synod on
28th September which would concentrate on discussing both financial
issues and mission.
The first session dealt with deficit reduction planning. The bishop
explained that, until recently, the diocese had received funding from
the province which it could use to support the stipends of priests in
charges which cannot maintain ministry through their own funds. The
way in which the funding was allocated had been changed a few years
ago which meant that our diocese now received less each year and this
had resulted in a shortfall of over £41,000 for stipend support. To date
he has negotiated an increase of £10,000 per annum from the funds
that the diocese receives from the Church Army in support of the
Centre for Mission at St Luke’s, Dundee.
The second session discussed the diocese mission strategy. It
explained how the proposal for mission clusters of churches was
progressing across the diocese. We belong to the Northern Cluster
covering charges from Montrose up to Muchalls. The cluster has held
several meeting and workshops, the treasurers of the various charges
have had a meeting at St James’ and there is a plan for Building
Convenors to meet. Two other clusters are the Coastal Cluster from
Auchmithie down to Broughty Ferry and the Dundee Cluster.
There was a discussion on transitional ministry to help churches who
don’t have enough money to pay for a priest and so have an uncertain
future. The idea is to appoint a shared priest for a fixed term (up to
three years), funded jointly by the diocese and the charges, who will
not only look after the charges but work with them to agree a plan for
the future.
An important factor in any mission strategy is the question of how it
will be funded. As had already been mentioned, the diocese currently
has a deficit. Fortunately it has reserves. Obviously reserves can only
be spent once and we will lose income from the interest on the money,
so we need to plan how to fund mission activity which is genuinely
going to grow the church. Synod agreed that the diocese could use
some of its reserves for this purpose.
Peter

Readers, Greeters, Vestry and Coffee Rota
Date
6th October
16th Sunday in
Trinity
13th October
17th Sunday in
Trinity
Harvest Festival
20th October
18th Sunday in
Trinity
27th October
19th Sunday in
Trinity
Bible Sunday
3rd November

All Saints

Readings
Hab 1.1-4;2.1-4
Ps 37.1-10
2 T 1.1-14
Lk 17.5-10
2Kings 5: 1-3,7-15
Ps 111
2 Tim 2.8-15
Lk 17.11-19
Gen 32.22-31
Ps 121
2 T 3.14-4.5
Lk 18.1-8
Is 45.22-end
Ps 119.v129-136
Rom 15. 1-6
Lk 4.16-24
Dan 7.1-3,15-18
Ps 149
Eph 1.11-end
Luke 6.20-31

–

Greeter
Ellie MacLeod

Val Cadd

10.30 am
Lessons
1+2
Doreen
Brankin

TBA

10.30 am
Gospel

Coffee Rota

Ellie
MacLeod

Doreen
Brankin

TBA

Harvest
Lunch

David
Fleming

Richard
Clark

David
Fleming

Diane
Fleming

Heather Grant

Jonathan
Leslie

Heather
Grant

Jonathan
Leslie

Service at St Ternan’s

St James’, Stonehaven and St Philip’s, Catterline
Interim Rector. Bishop Andrew.
Vestry Secretary: Anne O’Gorman.
Church Phone No: 01569 764473

GROUP CONVENORS

Property
Communication

David Fleming
Peter Sharp

Music

David Fleming

Social

Val Cadd

Lay Reader emeritus

Arma Iles

Weekly Pew Sheet

Diana Peters

Hall Management

David Fleming

Protection of Vulnerable Groups Officer

Irene Paterson

Vestry

Peter Sharp

The copy deadline for the October Newsletter is Sunday 27th October
Reminders will not be sent out.
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