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Services at St. James” during
December 2025 & January 2026

Sundays.
10.00 am Holy Communion

Tuesdays
10.00 am Said Holy Communion

1st Wednesday of the month (not December)
7.00 pm Still @ 7. An opportunity to explore contemplative
prayer/meditation within the Christian Tradition

Find us on:
ﬁ facebook.




DIARY NOTES December 2025

Day/Date Event

7th December 10.00 am Holy Communion
Rev. Ellie Charman

2nd Sunday in Advent

14th December 10.00 am Reserved Sacrament.
Anne O’'Gorman

3rd Sunday in Advent

21st December 10.00am Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols.

4th Sunday in Advent Anne O’Gorman

25th December 10.00 am Reserved Sacrament.
Anne O’'Gorman

Christmas Day

28th December 10.00 am Songs of Praise

1st Sunday after Christmas

Joint Service with Carronside




DIARY NOTES January 2026

Day/Date Event

4th January 10.00 am Reserved Sacrament.
Anne O’Gorman
2nd Sunday after Christmas

11th January 10.00 am Holy Communion
Rev. Canon Mary Jepp

Baptism of the Lord

18th January 10.00 am Reserved Sacrament.
Anne O’Gorman

2nd Sunday in Epiphany

25th January 10.00 am Holy Communion
Rev. Canon Mary Jepp

3rd Sunday in Epiphany

From Mary

In some ways I think I should be apologizing to all of you for
leading you astray, or maybe I should be apologizing to myself
for leading myself astray. I truly thought when I wrote to you
last month that that would have been my last article, yet here we
are again. I have no intention of rehearsing the details of the last
few weeks and hesitate in saying what lies ahead, as I only feel
confident in saying who knows.




Most of us for a good deal of our lives enjoy the regularity of
routine, however, most of us, at least for some parts of our lives
face periods of uncertainty. These days I regularly rehearse the
words of Mother Julian of Norwich..."all will be well, and all
matter of things will be well". It sometimes feels hard to
embrace those words and I keep telling myself that I am a
person of hope.

And so to December and to Christmas. As I write this I think of
the people of Bethlehem, and I think of the Church of the
Nativity, I think of the many tourists who in the past have
flocked to the birth place of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
and I think of those who are resident in those areas who are so
very dependent on travellers, I think of the ordinary folk on both
sides of the conflict whose lives have been disrupted and who,
moment by moment, experience uncertainty. It is, I believe, hard
for most of us to embrace the feelings of all those caught up in
that particular conflict, to say nothing of all the other conflicts
throughout this world. I wonder what they are feeling, what
they are thinking.

Recently a priest challenged me by saying that Jesus Christ came
to this world not to save us from our sins, but that he came to
teach us how to love. I know that for may those words contradict
much that we have been taught throughout our lives, but for a
moment stop and consider them. Jesus primarily came into this
world to teach us how to love; if we love, the very action of love,
annihilates sin, if we love someone, something, it is virtually
impossible to sin against them. I know that arguments can be
made that if you love one person that may mean that you can't
love another, but I would argue that you are arguing the point
for the sake of arguing. In the broadest sense I think that the
concept of Jesus coming to this world to show us how to love is a
sound concept and it would be worthwhile for us as individuals,
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as church communities and for society to consider it.

Think for a moment of that wee child, Jesus, born somewhere
in the Middle East, in a time of conflict. In a time when
political power, when wealth for some, when poverty for
others was marked throughout society. Imagine within that
society if the love that Jesus demonstrated was embraced how
different that world would have been and then consider our
own situation. Would we say that our society, our world was
defined primarily by love. I think not.

The truth, however, is that there are many individuals who
do know and understand the calling to love, it may however
be that the understanding of loving is very far from the action
of loving. In truth much gets in love’s way and that is sin.
And so we come to Christmas, how would you have helped
that wee family on that cold December night? How would
you have loved and cared for them. How will you spread
love this Christmas? Where to begin...perhaps in simply
doing, and acknowledging in your actions the source of the
love you share, that is, I believe Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. Love and Blessings this Christmastide.

Remembrance

November is the time for remembrance and one of the most
popular hymns used at Remembrance Day services is ‘I vow to
thee, my country’. It was first performed in 1921 and
subsequently became a common element at Armistice
memorial services. It is often used as the background music
in films evoking a patriotic theme. Most people of a certain
age have sung this hymn at school as most school hymnbooks
included it. This hymn makes an appearance at weddings
and funerals - notably at Sir Winston Churchill’s funeral in



1965, the wedding of Princess Diana and the then Prince of
Wales in 1981, and at Princess Diana’s funeral in1997 and her
tenth memorial service in 2007. It is also deeply divisive. In
2004 the suffragan bishop of Hulme, Stephen Lowe, described
it as “un-Christian” and received a deluge of hate mail. It is not
in our hymn book, nor in the English Hymnal. The author of
the words was Sir Cecil Spring-Rice. He was a
career diplomat and wrote a poem during his
posting to Stockholm in 1908 called “Urbs
Dei’ (The City of God) or “The Two Fatherlands’
describing how a Christian owes his loyalties to
his homeland and to the heavenly kingdom. In
1912 Spring-Rice was sent as ambassador to
Washington and whilst there he did much to
.| coax the USA out of its neutrality in the First
World War. He was not happy to be recalled in
1917 following President Woodrow Wilson’s decision to enter
the war and to be replaced by a member of the war cabinet. On
the eve of his departure in January 1918 he recast the poem he
had written in Stockholm. He kept the second verse (about the
heavenly kingdom) much as it was, but the first, which was
patriotic and glorifying war, he altered significantly (see below
for the original version of the first verse).

‘I heard my country calling, away across the sea,
Across the waste of waters, she calls and calls to me.
Her sword is girded at her side, her helmet on her head
And around her feet are lying the dying and the dead;
I hear the noise of battle, the thunder of her guns;

I haste to thee, my mother, a son among thy sons.”

The experience of four years of the First World War had altered
his attitudes and the rewritten version is shown below:



‘I'vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above,

Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love;

The love that asks no questions, the love that stands the test,
That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best;

The love that never falters, the love that pays the price,

The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice’

"And there's another country, I've heard of long ago,

Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know;
We may not count her armies, we may not see her King;

Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering;

And soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase,/11]
And her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace’.

The final line of the second verse is based on Proverbs ‘Her ways
are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are peace.” He wrote to an
American friend ‘“The greatest object of all - at the most terrific
cost and the most tremendous sacrifice - will, I hope at last be
permanently established. Peace.’

The phrase “The love that asks no questions” has been criticized
for advocating a blind, uncritical, “‘my country, right or wrong’
patriotism. But Spring-Rice did not mean it like this. He was
thinking in terms of the Christian notion of sacrifice as he
pointed out in a speech in Ottawa a few days after completing
the revision of his poem. “The Cross is a sign of patience under
suffering, but not patience under wrong. The Cross is the banner un-
der which we fight — the Cross of St George, the Cross of St Andrew,
the Cross of St Patrick; different in form, in colour, in history, yes, but
the same spirit, the spirit of sacrifice.’

Cecil Spring-Rice died suddenly just a month after rewriting
the hymn and while he was still in Ottawa on the first leg of his
journey home. He was 58. His daughter had earlier been sent



to St Paul’s Girls” School in London where she was in the same
class as Imogen Holst, daughter of the director of music at the
school, Gustav Holst. It was almost certainly this connection
which led to Holst setting the hymn to the melody which he had
written in 1917 for the “Jupiter’ movement of his orchestral suite
‘The Planets’. He named the hymn tune “Thaxted” after the Essex
village where he had a cottage and where he had written most of
the suite.

This hymn first appeared in ‘Songs of Praise’ in 1925. It later
appeared in the Methodist Hymn Book, Hymns Ancient and
Modern (Revised) and New Standard Edition, Songs of Praise
for Schools and the Church Hymnary (4t Ed) in 2005.

A new version has been written by the socialist singer-
songwriter Billy Bragg in collaboration with Martin Linton :

We vow to build a country

Where all can live in health

Where no child need live in poverty
Where we will share our wealth
Where we will fill the true potential
Of each and every one

And we achieve more together
Than we achieve alone.

Despite it being controversial and somewhat divisive it remains
a popular hymn and was voted the UK’s sixth most favourite
hymn in a 2019 poll by the BBC’s “Songs of Praise’.

Acknowledgements:
Wikipedia
The Book of Hymns by lan Bradley

Diane Fleming



Social Report

Despite the wintry weather, the Rock Choir Concert on 22nd
November was as uplifting and well attended as ever, raising
over £900.

Further concerts over the next few weeks are:

Sunday 234 November at 3pm - Ian Lovegrove’s concert in aid
of a Palestine charity,

Sunday 7th December at 7pm - Granite City Brass Band in aid of
their funds,

Sunday 14th December - Mearns Singers Concert and

Sunday 21st December - concert organised by Richard Cowling.

Other events: Sunday 30t November is a special Bring and
Share Leaving Lunch for Mary and Mike after the morning
service and Saturday 6 December is the Christmas Coffee
Morning, 10am - 12 midday. Donations for the stalls will be
much appreciated - Raffle, Christmas Hamper Raffle, Tombola,
Crafts and Baking, as will help for set up the Friday at 1.30 and
on the Saturday morning itself.

The first Social Committee Meeting of 2026 is on 14th January at
7pm. Please note the change of venue from Jane Cook’s at 35
Westfield Park to Anne O’Gorman’s at 114 Forest Park. All

welcome.
Jane Cook.
Tree of Life.

The tree of life baubles will be available following the Sunday
morning service on 30th November which is Advent

Sunday. The tree was first used in 2004 so this will be the 22nd
time the tree has been decorated. The Tree of Life is a way for



us to remember very special people to us who have died and
we sorely miss especially at this time of year.

Baubles will be placed in a basket (with a marker pen) at the
back of church from Sunday 30th November until Monday 5th
January and will also be available at the coffee morning on
Saturday 6th December in the church hall from 10am until 12
noon. If you would like to bring your own bauble, please do.

If you would like to retrieve your bauble please do so before
Monday 5th January or search in the basket in the baptistry by
Sunday 11th January.

Hopefully all who place a bauble on the Tree of Life will get
comfort and everyone who passes by will appreciate the
simple, yet stunning effect of a tree decorated with love.

Val Cadd

Reports from the AGM
For the benefit of those of you who didn’t attend the recent Annual
General Meeting, we will attach copies of the reports presented to the

meeting in the next 2 issues of the newsletter.

St James Report

And so another church year edges towards completion and we take
the time to stop and reflect on all that has happened. As ever it has
been a busy year, a year with both joys and challenges. What we
experience at St James to a greater or lesser extent is replicated
throughout Christendom and so part of our role is to negotiate our
way forward in new and what may seem to be somewhat treacherous
waters. The Church of the past is just that and the demands of
Church in our context is simply different. It is said that every 500
years there is a reformation and the news is that 500 years are up and
so we are called to reimagine the business of church always
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remembering that as has been sung " through all the changing
scenes of life" our God is faithful.

As I write this I not only reflect on the year past but as my
retirement edges nearer may I reflect on the changes I have seen in
my time in ministry. My ministry began in 2004 when I became a
licensed lay minister in Ely Diocese Cambridgeshire. It seems
unbelievable that this was just over 20 years ago. You and I have
seen many changes in those years. At that time the age range of
congregations was much wider than it is today. In many but not all
churches there were thriving Sunday Schools. Whatever the reason
this is not the case today, and the reasons are many. So the
question must be asked how do we do church today? What are we
being asked to do? I believe that ministry/church is much more
multifaceted as is society and that we are being called to respond to
the reality of our current situation.

I expect that you get bored with me saying 'we must be embedded
in the community', but I truly believe that that is precisely our
calling. I once heard an evangelical preacher say that all we needed
to do was set our antenna to the Holy Spirit, figure out where he/
she/it was operating and get on board. As basic/crude as that may
sound I think that there is something in it. And I think that that is
what St James' has over the last few years accomplished. That is
down to you....so many, many thanks to all who offer their time
and talents to ensuring that St James is embedded in our
community, ensuring that we are a welcoming church at the heart
of the community. In the first instance thanks must be given to all
who open and close our church daily, it is a place of tranquility at
the heart of the community something that would not be
accomplished without our many key holders.

The hall of course is another source of interaction with the
community. Paula has done a marvellous job ensuring that it is a
hub of activity most days of the week. And within our hall of
course there are not only groups outwith the church but also times
when groups under the banner of the church gather, families,
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mums, grans and tots, and also Knit and Natter, what an event that
has become, from tiny shoots as they say. As a side shoot from that
event, small amounts of money had been gathered by those that
come together to craft. A goodly sum had been raised and by
chance, we were able to donate funds to a very small Indian charity
which supports women in learning to sew, providing them with a
trade; the Knit and Natter funds provided sewing machines for 3
women who had graduated from this programme. This work on so
many levels connects individuals not only within our own
community but also on an international level, and thanks must be
given. And here perhaps we should mention the many concerts
which we are currently hosting in all their various guises.

Here I have mentioned both Church and Hall, and so this is a good
place to give thanks for Peter and Paula Fogiel our property
convenors, along with, may I say, my husband Mike the wielder of
the screw driver....Without their work we would be in a state of
dilapidation. Paula must also be thanked for her ability to source
funding. She displays great energy in all that she does and quite
frankly she often leaves me in a spin.

Worship is key to who we are at St James and a predominant factor
in that is our music. We have been blessed, truly blessed, by our
fabulous organist Ian Lovegrove, unfortunately for us, fortunately
for him he will be taking a few months off, to enjoy and explore
other options. We are very hopeful that he will return to St James
in the very near future.

For many the locus of worship will be our Sunday morning
worship, however, beyond that is Tuesday morning Communion,
where a congregation of regularly around 15 gather, Still@7 a
monthly meeting of those who engage in contemplative prayer and
Compline, an end of day service which currently takes place on
Friday evenings at 7. These are all different groups which have
somewhat different focus, a different way of being, a different way
of praying. I might even say that our worship has become eclectic
in nature via these groups, all times for a quieter, stiller form of
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prayer. None of our worship would take place without all those
who help to lead our worship, many thanks to Anne O'Gorman, to
Matt Geldart who regularly serves, to all those who read and lead
intercessions, to those who greet, to Diana Peters who faithfully
prepares our pew slips.

There are of course many facets of our church experience, and so
many thanks must be given, and I am in deed thankful for all that
you do. Itis at this point that I get very worried as I strive to
thank all, and in reality, I most of all like to thank all of you for
supporting me as we consider new ways of being within our
community. Thanks of course to Anne O'Gorman, knitter and
worship leader, social committee convenor Jane Cook, Val Cadd
who prepares our flowers and master minded the Harvest Tea.
Now I know that I may have left names off this list and I
apologize....but my thanks is heartfelt.....Oh and then there are the
members of the vestry!!! Special thanks to Peter Sharp and his
wizardry with the accounts and all those who serve.

As to the future...you are in a very good place! Know this! I think
that we have been aware of God's calling on us and the future is
bright.

As for Mike and I, quite frankly I do not know what lies ahead. We
will be with you for awhile, as I take on a part time role in January,
but retirement calls. And I expect a different calling.

I do believe that regardless of our age we are still called, our calling
may change, but God still calls.

Report by the Finance and Administration Group. Peter Sharp

The accounts will be presented in a separate report.
As I say every year there was a need for increased regular income; I

appreciate that for many people just meeting daily expenses can be
a challenge. But if it is possible, I would ask you to consider each
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year whether you could increase your giving. One of the few ways
in which the government is generous is the gift aid scheme. We
reclaim 25% of the value of donations from members of the
congregation who pay income tax and who have signed up for the
scheme. If you are a higher rate taxpayer then you can claim back
the additional tax via your income tax return. So, if you are not
already signed up for gift aid then I can provide you with the
necessary form.

Our accounts show a deficit this year of £6,502.79 this compares
with a deficit that we budgeted at about £11,000. Our income was
above what I had predicted and especial thanks should go to all of
you who took part in our fund-raising activities. We also received a
generous legacy of £4,000. Paula and the other Peter have done
excellent work in increasing our income both from the use of the
hall. I have presented the vestry with a budget which shows that
we will have a deficit of about £600 for the next year. Of course, we
don’t know when we will have to start paying stipend for the new
Priest-in Charge so the deficit could be much larger. We do have
reserves that will cover any such loss.

Finally, I would like to thank Gill Walker for ensuring that the
church collections are recorded and paid into the bank each week.

Treasurer’s Report and Accounts. Peter Sharp

St. Philips. The income for the year was £2,717.79 and expenditure
£2,098.31s0 giving us a surplus for the year of £619.48. Cash in the
bank at the end of the financial year was £11,482.18.

As you know, the Catterline Community Church now use the
church regularly; for this they make a quarterly payment of £600.
We also have a small investment income from the SEC Unit Trust
Pool which was £317.79.

Our main expenditures are for insuring the building fabric, but not

contents, and quota. You will note that this year we paid two lots of
quota, for last year as well as this year. This was due to the diocesan
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treasurer being late in claiming last year’s quota.
The Quinquennial inspection for St Philips is due to take place next
year.

St. James. The Receipts and Payments Accounts shows that our in-
come for the year was £69,847.25 and our expenditure £76,350.06 so
giving us a deficit for the year of £6,502.81. The amount of money
that we had in the bank at the end of the year was £41,910.37.

Congregational income is higher than last year, mainly owing to the
investment income. Giving the rather volatile state of the money
markets, this is income that we can’t rely on for future years.

Our property income is what we receive from the hire of the hall.
This has increased by 13% thanks to the efforts of Paula and Peter.
Fortunately, we had no need to sell any of our shares again this year.
After a significant increase last year their value has dropped by
about 4% in the last 12 months. This value, however, varies
significantly from month to month. The SEC Unit Trust has again
increased in value by about 6%.

On the expenditure side we have spent significantly in on repairs
and upgrades to the hall including the installation of double glazing
for the windows. This was funded partly by grants and partly by
generous donations from members of the congregation.

Thanks must also go to Paula who has been very successful in

obtaining grants from various sources as well as promoting the use
of the church hall..

The accounts were approved
Proposed by Mary Jepp seconded by Anne O’Gorman

The the quota will probably go up next year. The rate is based on
income.

As yet we do not know what our outgoing monies for Mary’s
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stipend or cost for repairs for the rectory will be.

Motion:

It is proposed that for the financial year 2025-2026 the Independent
Examiner be Robert Neilson of

6 Flounders Hill, Ackworth, Pontefract, West Yorkshire. WEF7 7HT.
Proposed by Peter Sharp  Seconded by Melvyn Christie

Report of the Lay Representative Peter Sharp

The main responsibility of the Lay Representative is to attend the
Diocesan Synod. As you may know, the Diocesan Synod is the
governing body of the diocese and meets annually. Each church is
represented by its Lay Representative and clergy. This year the
synod met on 1st March in St Mary’s, Broughty Ferry.

Synod started with the traditional service of Holy Communion, led
by Bishop Andrew.

The first item of business was to receive Mission and Ministry
Reports. Canon Pat Millar gave an overview of her 17 years as the
Companionship Links Officer. The Diocese of Brechin has formal
links with two other dioceses, Ohio in the USA and Eswatini in
Africa. The link with Eswatini is of particular importance as it is a
part of Africa that is suffering from many problems - drought,
political instability and medical problems including a high rate of
HIV. Pat described how money that we have sent from the diocese
to Bishop Dalcy has helped to alleviate some of these problems, for
example by funding feeding stations and helping set up agricultural
projects to develop self-sustainability. Far and Wide in Stonehaven
have been particularly generous in providing funds and thanks are
to go to Anne who has encouraged them to support this work.

One of the roles of Synod is to consider business sent down from the
General Synod. This gives people the opportunity to discuss and
approve (or otherwise) various proposed changes to the way in
which the SEC works. This time synod was asked to approve the
removal of specific liturgies from the schedule of Canon 22.
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After a break Synod received an update on the Net Zero Action. Each
charge is required to submit data annually on its energy
consumption. This is fed into a software program known as the
Energy Footprint Tool which converts it into equivalent C02
emissions. This will enable dioceses to monitor the effect of any
actions they are taking to reach Net Zero. It was announced that
funding had been obtained from the Benefact Trust to support the
Net Zero project. Applications would be invited from charges for
funds to support a pilot project - that is to investigate what work and
funding would be required for their Net Zero project - or for what
they called a Pioneer application in which the work and necessary
funding had already been identified. They also announced that there
would be a Diocesan Net Zero Roadshow Day on 23rd August at St
Paul's Cathedral.

Following lunch the Dean took the chair for a series of elections to
Diocesan and Provincial committees. The Bishop then gave a brief
report on the Provincial strategy. At the General Synod, which
followed this Diocesan Synod, it was announced that we would be
investing £10 million of funding over the next five to seven years to
support the strategy. The strategy emphasises mission and growth
led by bishops in their dioceses. Other strategic priorities include
reducing the church's carbon footprint through its Net Zero Action
Plan and enhancing interfaith relations

Synod concluded with the Bishop confirming the Acts of Synod.
There was a Special Synod on the 14th August, which was a short
meeting on Zoom called to approve two amendments to the Canon
dealing with the election of bishops. David Fleming, as our alternate
Lay Representative, attended this meeting as I was enjoying the
delights of the Edinburgh Festival. The amendments were approved
by Synod.

A second synod was held on 25th October at St Ninian’s Dundee.
The main business was to formally receive the Diocesan Accounts for
the financial year 2023-2024. The treasurer reported that the income
for the year was £276,182 and expenditure £321,859. The expenditure
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was higher than budgeted mainly due to the diocese meeting the
costs of registering the various properties controlled by charges and
the diocese, as required by the government. The legal fees were
£30,000 and the diocese met those from its own funds. In some other
dioceses the costs had to be met by individual charges. The income
from the Unit Trust Pool was high, which is good but this meant
that the overall income for the diocese exceeded the limit set by the
Scottish Charity Regulator at which the accounts had to be audited
by an external company. This cost £15,000. There were also
unexpected repairs required to the bishop’s house. Overall the funds
available to the diocese stand at £3,355,818, an increase of about 10%
from last year.

The treasurer also presented the budget for the next financial year.
In order to balance the budget quota, the amount paid by charges to
support the diocese and province, is to increase by 5%.

Synod also approved minor changes to its constitution.

Other business included a report on her work by the diocesan
Children and Youth Officer and an overview by the bishop of the
mission and ministry work in the diocese. In particular the bishop
discussed the challenges faced by vestries in recruiting members
and office bearers such as property convenors and treasurers.

Report on the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) Irene Paterson

The PVG Coordinator is appointed to take responsibility on behalf
of the Vestry for ensuring that the work of the Church is carried out
in accordance with the Law and the Church’s policies on the
protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults. These policies focus
on prevention and safeguarding by ensuring that anybody
appointed or volunteering to do “regulated work” with children or
vulnerable adults have their details submitted to Disclosure
Scotland who check for any relevant criminal convictions.
Vulnerable adults include those people who, because they are
affected by disability, mental disorder, illness, infirmity or ageing,
are unable to protect themselves from abuse, or are more vulnerable
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to being abused than persons who are not so affected. Regulated work
could include teaching or supervising Sunday School or providing
some kind of regular welfare service to people with particular needs.

On 1 April 2025, changes to the PVG Scheme commenced with the
implementation of Disclosure (Scotland) Act 2020. PVG membership is
mandatory for people in regulated roles and subject to renewal every 5
years from April 2026.

I have to confirm that anybody involved in regulated work has the
correct level of PVG clearance and has received relevant training.
Happily we now welcome 2 young boys to our Sunday services at St
James and Anne O’Gorman has had her PVG vetting renewed.

At the beginning of each year, I submit a Congregational Safeguarding
Checklist to the Diocese confirming that, amongst other things, we
have all the correct signs and posters in the Church and Hall and that
Vestry members have seen the most up to date safeguarding advice.

The notice board in the church displays a poster with SEC Policies for
Children and Vulnerable Adults along with Childline and The Silver
Line posters, the name / contact details of the PVG Coordinator, the
Diocesan Protection Officer and the Provincial Officer.

The SEC website continues to remind us that “it is important to
remember that it is everyone’s responsibility to protect the vulnerable
and everyone working in and attending services in the SEC has an
important part to play in developing a safe and supportive culture
within the Church that protects everyone, regardless of the nature of
their vulnerability”. If any member of the congregation has concerns
about possible incidents involving children or vulnerable adults they
need to notify the PVG Coordinator. If no-one is available and there is
somebody at immediate risk, the police or local social work
department should be contacted.

Any PVG issues are discussed as a standing item at every 6-8 weekly
vestry meeting. There have been no issues reported.
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Readers and Greeters

Date Readings
7th December Is 11.1-10
Ps 72.1-7,18-19
2nd Sunday in Advent Ro 15.4-13
Mt 3.1-12
14th December Is 35.1-10
Ps 146.4-9 or
3rd Sunday in Advent Canticle:Lk 1.46b-55
Jas 5.7-10
Mt 11.2-11
21st December Is 7.10-16
Ps 80.1-7,16-18
4th Sunday in Advent Ro 1.1-7
25th December Is 9.2-7
Ps 96
Christmas Day Tit 2.11-14
Lk 2.1-14 (15-20)
28th December Is 63.7-9
Ps 148
1st Sunday after Christmas | Heb 2.10-18
Mt 2.13-23
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Year A — Readings are from the NRSV of the Bible

Greeter Lessons 1+2 Coffee
Val Cadd Val Cadd Richard Clark
Diane Fleming Diane Fleming Peter Sharp
[an Wilson [an Wilson Peter Fogiel
Paula Fogiel Edward Harrison Diane Fleming
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Readers and Greeters

Date

Readings

4th January

2nd Sunday after Christmas

Jer 31.7-14 or Sir 24.1-12
Ps 147.13-21 or Wis 10.15-21
Eph 1.3-14

11th January Is 42.1-9

Ps 29
Baptism of the Lord Acts 10.34-43

Mt 3.13-17
18th January Is 49.1-7

Ps 40.1-12
2nd Sunday in Epiphany 1C1.1-9

Jn1.29-42
25th January Is 9.1-4

Ps 27.1,5-13
3rd Sunday in Epiphany 1C1.10-18

Mt 4.12-23

22




Year A — Readings are from the NRSV of the Bible

Greeter Lessons 1+2 Coffee
David Fleming David Fleming Diane Fleming
Richard Clark Richard Clark Natalie Easton

Irene Paterson

Irene Paterson

Hilary Cooper

Diana Peters

Diana Peters

Richard Clark
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St James’, Stonehaven and St Philip’s, Catterline

Priest in Charge: Rev. Canon Mary Jepp

Vestry Secretary: Anne O’Gorman
Phone: 01569 762917 (for pastoral matters)
01569 764473 (for other enquiries)
GROUP CONVENORS
Property Paula Fogiel, Peter Fogiel and
Mike Jepp
Communication Peter Sharp
Social and Fund-Raising Paula Fogiel, Anne O’Gorman
& Jane Cook
Flowers Val Cadd
Lay Reader emeritus Arma lles
Weekly Pew Sheet Diana Peters
Hall Management Paula Fogiel
Protection of Vulnerable Irene Paterson
Groups Officer
Vestry Rev. Canon Mary Jepp

The copy deadline for the next Newsletter is Sunday 25th January 2026.
Reminders will not be sent out.

St James Episcopal Church, Stonehaven .Scottish Registered Charity No. SC000301
St Philip’s Episcopal Church, Catterline Scottish Registered Charity No. SC023282

24



