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November 2025
Sundays.
10.00 am Holy Communion
Tuesdays
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Friday.
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1st Wednesday of the month
7.00 pm Still @ 7. An opportunity to explore contemplative
prayer/meditation within the Christian Tradition

Find us on:
l] facebook.




DIARY NOTES November 2025

Day/Date

Event

2nd November

20th Sunday after Trinity

10.00 am Holy Communion
Rev. Canon Mary Jepp

9th November

Remembrance Sunday

Service at Dunnottar Church
to be confirmed.

16th November

22nd Sunday after Trinity

10.00 am Holy Communion
Rev. Canon Mary Jepp

23rd November

23rd Sunday after Trinity

10.00 am Reserved Sacrament.
Anne O’Gorman

30th November

Advent Sunday

10.00 am Holy Communion and
Confirmation

Rev. Canon Mary Jepp and
Bishop Andrew




From Mary,

November is a time of remembering...All Saints, All Souls,
and Remembrance Sunday all feature in our calendar. As
the church year draws to a close at the end of the month, as
with any year end, it is a good time to stop and reflect on the
year that has passed.

For me this November, as I retire on the 30th I not only
consider this past year, but my time with you over the last 21
months and also my time as an ordained priest and, of
course, what lay before. At the heart of my ministry is the
notion of God with us. Over the last couple of weeks I have
said that I think ministry is about standing in the gap
between God and the people...in other words representing
God to the people and the people to God. This however is
not just the vocation of the priest. I truly believe that as
Christian people it is all of our callings, even more so now
than ever before. All of us as Christians are called to bring to
God all of his creation, in prayer and also to bring God's love
to his creation. Worship is wonderful, it can be inspiring,
but what worship should do...be...is the food, the nourish-
ment that allows us to be visible signs of God's love in this
world. Isay over and over again that we must be embedded
in our communities. In other words we must develop
relationships with those outwith the church.

I came north with the label interim minister, that label
underlined the theme of transition and change. There was
an acknowledgement, I think, of doing ministry differently,
an acknowledgement that it was not about being a tradition-
al parish priest but about trying to support the churches in
reimagining the future. Tough stuff...change is never easy.



I know that I have not managed to live up to everyone's
expectations. I know that in both charges there have been
difficult things to consider and decisions to be made. However,
I have tried to walk with you in making those decisions.

Change we are told is never easy, and we witness that in our
sisters and brothers of the Church of Scotland. It is difficult to
see what lies ahead and here it is so important for all of us to
remain faithful to our prayers, faithful to our relationship to
God, faithful to each other, acknowledging that God may very
well be, and I believe he is asking us not only to reimagine our
own individual congregations but also the whole existence of
the church. Some might say both exciting and terrifying times.
During my working life I have done a lot of different things, in
a lot of different places. I believe at the heart of who I am has
always been developing relationships, some might say it was
because I like a good natter or that I am intrinsically
nosey...might be true. But here I would like to remember the
moments of great joy, you know those moments when you are
caught in a moment of sheer delight/cheer/bliss/connection,
where time slips away and, if you take the time to notice, may
say that God is present. Those moments may be in times of
great sadness, or happiness, moments of noise or stillness; for
me in an empty or crowded church, at a hospital bedside, on
the top of a hill, an early morning coffee sat staring out at the
sea, holding someone or being held and most of all listening.

I have learnt much in my time with you, much about you and
this place, but also myself. My understanding of God has
changed, of course it has as I have grown and so in my parting
I remind you of the phrase...God with us..., that is what I
believe our journey of faith is all about, pretty simple really,
the tricky thing is our remembering God's presence,
acknowledging God's presence and about being faithful in our



response. It's all about God with us....and so a prayer as we
journey on...

God of our beginnings and endings, we celebrate all that we
have shared and ask your blessing as we continue on our
journeys. May the love that is in our hearts be a bond that
unites us forever, wherever we may be. May the power of
your presence bless the moment of our leave-taking, this we
ask for the sake of Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen

Harvest Windows.

Wow - the harvest windows and this year the steps to the
altar were dressed for autumn with gifts for the Stonehaven
Food Bank (organised by Far and Wide charity shop). The
displays remained in the church for two Sundays and thanks
go to Paula and Peter for taking them to the food bank.

This year a lot of thought went into the individual themes
for the windows - A to Z, breakfast, baby foods, harvest
from the farm, autumn flowers and fruits and the tower of
tins that gets higher every year. Thank you very, very much
to everyone who decorated and donated - your generosity is
very much appreciated. (I think I'll have to look for more
spots in the church next year listening to the comments this
year, which will be great.)

With grateful thanks, Val (Flower Convenor)

Senior Harvest Festival and Afternoon Tea.

This was held on Thursday 9th October and was a joyful
afternoon led by Rev Mary and Margaret Wells” keyboard
playing. It was a joy to welcome residents from Mowat

Court, Havencourt and Stonehaven.
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The afternoon began with the Thursday Fiddlers playing and
their final medley had everyone singing - it was wonderful -
thank you very much to you all.

Huge thanks go to Anne, Barbara, Claire, Clare, Hilary, Loreen,
Jane, Rita, Paula and Peter for laying up the hall, providing
wonderful home bakes and serving the guests. It was a great
team effort.

Val Cadd (Member of Social Committee)

St. James Social Report

Harvest Sunday Soup and sandwich lunch after the service on
Sunday 5t October was the main social event of the month.
Over 20 people gathered in the hall for a choice of soups, sand-
wiches and doughnuts. The food was obviously appreciated
as there was very little left to clear away!

Help with setting up the hall beforehand and tidying up after-
wards, was much appreciated, as were all donations.

Needles and Natter continues to be popular on a Thursday
afternoon at 2.30pm. New members are always welcome.

Upcoming events in November:

22nd November - Rock Choir at 7pm. Tickets are £10.

23rd November - Concert for a Palestine Charity by lan
Lovegrove at 3pm.

30th November - Leaving lunch for Mary after the morning
service.

Jane Cook



Vestry Minutes 13th August 2025

Matters Arising

Needles and Natter have donated £200 towards the cost of
running the hall.

Sea Sunday was well attended with over 60 people from
different churches.

As a requirement for Church insurance the policies for Church
Hall hiring, Health and Safety and Collection Plate have been
signed.

Correspondence

Far and Wide have donated £5000 to support outreach work in
eSwatini.

An email received from Edward Dickens about the ‘Dead Man’s
Penny” which is in the Memorial Corner. The penny was a
present from his grandmother to him. The name on the penny
was no relation to his family but Edward has now found the
relations. Vestry were asked if they would be happy for the
penny to go to All Saints Church, Croxley Green, Hertfordshire
where the gentleman’s name is on their memorial. Vestry
agreed to this request.

Treasurer’s Report

Main Account: £14,594.87
Fabric Fund Account: £10,015.41
Buildings Account: £2,849.61
St Philip’s: £11,341.98



Peter explained that, apart from the Main Account, we now
have to pay bank charges. Vestry approved Peter’s request to
close the Buildings Account and transfer the monies to the
Fabric Fund Account.

Peter said that Anne Cooper has left a bequest of £4,000 to St
James. Anne is to speak to Hilary about the church using
some of the money to purchase some large print hymn books.

Worship/Priest’s Report

Mary’s last Sunday will be 30th November. Peter Sharp read
out a letter from the bishop in church on Sunday.

Mary said that, after her sabbatical in Spain, it was suggested
that she does some Spiritual training and supports others in
Spiritual development.

The Transitional Committee met 26th August looking at future
ministry. It was agreed that Anne, Peter Sharp and Irene
would continue to be St James’ representatives..

Mary circulated details and a picture of the proposed
memorial window for Jack Emslie. A Canon 35 would be
required and also permission from Historic Scotland. Mary
will speak to the Dean.

26th October is Bible Sunday. Mary is going to do a ‘Pulpit
Swap’ with Peter Mead. This will be a joint service. Venue to
be confirmed.

Harvest Festival was on 5th October, followed by soup and
sandwiches. The Seniors’ service was on Thursday 9th
October. Margaret Wells was booked to play and Mary said
that the fiddlers would also play.



The AGM will be on 16th November after the 10 am service.
Reports to Anne by 15th October please.

There were 3 youngsters in church throwing water around
and making a mess with the biscuits. They have been up in
the pulpit and at the lectern, the front page of one of the
bibles has been torn out. These actions were recorded on
CCTV. Peter Fogiel came into church one evening and found
them there. He now knows their names and has spoken to
them, pointing out they are welcome to come into church but
should treat it with respect, it is not a playground. In this
instance he would not report it to the police.

Mary said that Natalie is keen to develop her understanding
in faith. It is planned to do a short course on Tuesdays after
the morning service. Natalie would like to be confirmed
before Mary leaves.

There was a baptism on 31st August.

Net Zero

The Net Zero Road Show was in 23rd August in Dundee.
Fabric

Heating: The Loxone system was serviced and updated on
14th August. The 2 smart plugs in the office which no longer
respond to WiFi were also investigated.

Foreign Language Leaflets: Paula has been successful in
getting more information leaflets produced and are now in 5
different languages. They are available in the Baptistry and
Church.




CCTV: The system has been updated remotely. An issue has
arisen with 3 youths (2 girls and 1 boy) visiting the church,
opening the cupboard doors, interfering with the controls of
the sound system, spilling water and throwing biscuits
around. (See above).

Church Lighting: Some of the bulbs in the church nave have
ceased to work. They were replaced by someone who has
agreed to take on odd jobs for us and who has his own

insurance.

Plumbing: The toilet at the rear of the church has on occasion
overflowed. The plumber was of the opinion that it was a
drainage issue and attempts are being made to solve the
problem.

Roof and Gutters: Stonehaven Roofing Services were advised

that their services are no longer required since the
maintenance check and gutter cleaning were well overdue.
Two quotes were received for the work, one for gutters only,
the other giving an assessment and a quote for repairs
showing photographs of what needed to be done. The quote
was discussed with Peter Sharp and work has been done.
This company will undertake future regular maintenance.

Garden: Inspire continue to be actively involved although
weeding does not appear to be their forte. Paula, Peter Fogiel
and Julie met with Kira to discuss future plans, particularly
maintenance, and this will now be undertaken by the Inspire
team more vigorously, monitored by Kira and ourselves.

A major crop of strawberries, peas and blackcurrants have
been collected. The potatoes look healthy. The raspberry
canes provided by Marisha are coming on but the fruit has
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been minimal. The fruit trees have suffered from the recent high
winds. Thanks were expressed to Barbara for doing the
weeding.

Grit Bin: The grit bin near the church gates had been earmarked
for removal but Paula, and residents of Arbuthnot Street, had
expressed concerns on behalf of church attendees, the residents
of Abbeyfield and the use of the White Bridge. Counsellor Sarah
Dickinson was also consulted and was supportive. As a result
the grit bin will stay.

Church Hall: The cover of the emergency light at the entrance to
the hall has been replaced by Mike Jepp. Realm has serviced the
emergency lighting.

Hall Lets: Paula continues to enlist numerous lets and there is
little availability other than during the school holidays.

Fund Raising/Social

Since the last meeting we have had the Rock Choir and the
Mearns Singers. lan Lovegrove had a concert which raised £293
for the Red Cross appeal for Gaza and Ukraine.

20/21st September was Open Doors weekend. Stalls and coffee
were available in the Hall on Saturday.

The Rock Choir will be back in November and Granite City
Brass in December.

PVG

Irene said a PVG has been applied for Ian, and Anne’s is to be
updated.

Next Meeting: 15th October 2025
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Advent

We have tested and tasted too much, lover-

Through a chink too wide there comes in no wonder.
But here in the Advent-darkened room

Where the dry black bread and the sugarless tea

Of penance will charm back the luxury

Of a child's soul, we'll return to Doom

The knowledge we stole but could not use.

And the newness that was in every stale thing

When we looked at it as children: the spirit-shocking

Wonder in a black slanting Ulster hill

Or the prophetic astonishment in the tedious talking

Of an old fool will awake for us and bring

You and me to the yard gate to watch the whins

And the bog-holes, cart-tracks, old stables where Time begins.

O after Christmas we'll have no need to go searching

For the difference that sets an old phrase burning-

We'll hear it in the whispered argument of a churning
Or in the streets where the village boys are lurching.
And we'll hear it among decent men too

Who barrow dung in gardens under trees,

Wherever life pours ordinary plenty.

Won't we be rich, my love and I, and

God we shall not ask for reason's payment,

The why of heart-breaking strangeness in dreeping hedges
Nor analyse God's breath in common statement.

We have thrown into the dust-bin the clay-minted wages
Of pleasure, knowledge and the conscious hour-

And Christ comes with a January flower.

Patrick Kavanagh
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16th November

22nd November

23rd November

30 November

1 December

6th December

FUTURE EVENTS

Annual General Meeting in the hall
following the morning service

Rock Choir Concert at 7.00pm. Tickets
£10 including glass of wine, tea or
coffee

Charity Concert at 3.00pm. Organised
by Ian Lovegrove with proceeds going
to a Palestine charity

Bring and Share Leaving Lunch for
Mary following the morning service.

Tree of Life. Baubles for the tree will be
available in the church

Christmas Coffee Morning.
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Readers and Greeters

Date

Readings

2nd November

20th Sunday after Trinity

Hab 1.1-4;2.1-4
Ps 119.137-144
2Th1.1-4,11-12
Lk 19.1-10

9th November

21st Sunday after Trinity

Hag 1.15b-2:9
Ps 145.1-5,18-22 or Ps 98
2 Th 2.1-5,13-17

Lk 20.27-38
16th November Is 65.17-25

Ps 98 or Cant. Is 12 2
22nd Sunday after Trinity | Th 3.6-13

Lk 21.5-19
23rd November Jer 23.1-6

Cant. Lk 1.68-79
23rd Sunday after Trinity | Col 1.11-20

Lk 23.33-43
30th November Is 2.1-5

Ps 122
Advent Sunday Ro 13.11-14

Mt 24.36-44
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Year C/A — Readings are from the NRSV of the Bible

Greeter

Lessons 1+2

Coffee

Richard Clark

Richard Clark

Val Cadd

Remembrance at

Dunnottar tbc

Diana Peters

Diana Peters

Irene Paterson

Peter Fogiel

Peter Fogiel

PaulaFogiel

Peter Sharp

Peter Sharp

Val Cadd
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St James’, Stonehaven and St Philip’s, Catterline

Priest in Charge: Rev. Canon Mary Jepp

Vestry Secretary: Anne O’Gorman
Phone: 01569 762917 (for pastoral matters)
01569 764473 (for other enquiries)
GROUP CONVENORS
Property Paula Fogiel, Peter Fogiel and
Mike Jepp
Communication Peter Sharp
Social and Fund-Raising Paula Fogiel, Anne O’Gorman
& Jane Cook
Flowers Val Cadd
Lay Reader emeritus Arma lles
Weekly Pew Sheet Diana Peters
Hall Management Paula Fogiel
Protection of Vulnerable Irene Paterson
Groups Officer
Vestry Rev. Canon Mary Jepp

The copy deadline for the next Newsletter is Sunday 23rd November 2025.
Reminders will not be sent out.

St James Episcopal Church, Stonehaven .Scottish Registered Charity No. SC000301
St Philip’s Episcopal Church, Catterline Scottish Registered Charity No. SC023282
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